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CLARION HAS BEEN  

DELIVERED TO YOU BY 
 

…………………….. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to make the best use of  

every resource entrusted to us by God,  
in order to bring  

as many people as possible into a  
lasting life-changing relationship with God  

through Christ Jesus.  
OUR VISION 

We want to be a growing Church, spiritually alive 
to God, actively caring for the community. 
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The Minister’s Footprints …..  
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ - Greetings 
 
With prayer, I hope this first edition of the clarion for 2022 
finds you and yours well even in approaching Lenten season. 
 
As a community of faith, the Lenten season takes us yet 
again upon a journey for 40 days to remember and reflect  
upon ‘the events leading up to and including the death of    
Jesus Christ, whose life and teachings are the foundation of 
Christianity’.       
According to Mary Fairfield 1 

“Lent is the Christian season of spiritual preparation 
before Easter. In Western churches, it begins on Ash 
Wednesday. During Lent, many Christians observe a  
period of fasting,  repentance, moderation, self-denial, 
and spiritual discipline. The purpose of the Lenten    
season is to set aside time for reflection on Jesus 
Christ—to consider his suffering and his sacrifice, his 
life, death, burial, and resurrection.” 

 
I pray this Lenten season; we all will take the opportunities to 
reflect upon what the season of Lent has always offered let 
alone the truths it holds for us all.  One of such truth is what 
it holds in addressing our spiritual lives both here on earth 
and beyond the grave. Of course, it was in this very season, 
through Christ our Lord, such truth was penned by John the 
Apostle – John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have     eternal life (NIV). 
 
How much more important is this truth even today in the      
current climate of COVID, locally and globally? 
 
1 Learn What Lent Means to Christians - https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-lent-700774 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-fasting-701972
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-repentance-700694
https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/crucifixion-of-jesus-christ-700210
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There is a message I believe most humbling and worthy that 
we as Christians should pay close attention. Even for all 
members of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa NZ or all 
communities of faith for that matter. The message is simple - 
by faith, to hold onto the truth of the death and resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
To recognise the light of this truth over and above the          
challenges of life in the hope of our own resurrection upon 
the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By this, this 
Lenten season 2022 again reminds us of the gifts from the 
heart of God, for the believers/followers of God. 
 
I am aware the above has much more there is to be said and 
shared amongst us all and our communities at large. May the 
Lenten season offer such opportunities in prayer and where 
possible amongst our so-called gathers/events within the 
current climate. Another opportunity is to talk with your     
elders/leaders of our parish here at St Andrews or simply 
share a moment with me – the minister.  Oh by the way, so 
much love seeing you at worship. 
 
Again – I fare you well in all life has to offer with God’s 
grace and love. 
 
Yours in the harvest 
Rev. Robert Robati-Mani 
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Moderator's Lent Message 2022  
Tensions, temptations and taunts  
The temptation of Jesus speaks to me of our human condition 
stretched to the limit! That in turn speaks to us at this time, as 
we enter a third Lenten season under the shadow of Covid, 
with angry protestors camped outside Parliament, hospitality 
and tourism businesses going to the wall, and heightened   
anxiety in response to the fast-approaching Omicron wave.  
We are being stretched.  
 
For us, as for Jesus, there are tensions, temptations, and taunts 
to cope with.  
 
In my mind’s eye I can see the tension on the face of Jesus as 
he came to the end of his 40 day fast. The biblical text simply 
says, ‘he was hungry’. I read a quirky novel once that went   
into graphic detail about how a fast this long would actually 
affect him! The haggard tension on his face from the sustained 
deprivation would be palpable. We too know tension from  
sustained pressure. We face ongoing cycles of planning and 
cancellation, anxiety and relief, hope and despair. Most of us 
have relationships strained by differing opinions.   
  
At this point of extreme vulnerability for Jesus, he is tempted 
to take false paths. What are the temptations we face at this 
time of vulnerability? Early in the pandemic the temptations 
were around economy verses health. Now it comes to us in the 
form of demonizing those who disagree with us, and some  
proclaiming individual rights versus the good of all.  
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And there are the taunts. The devil saved this best for the last 
when it came to Jesus – “if you are the son of God…”. I see 
this kind of behaviour on TV, and I hear it on the deck after a 
game of golf: politicians mocked and even threatened, police 
belittled, and school students teased for wearing masks! It is 
hard to deal with.  

 

So how did Jesus deal with the tension, temptations and 
taunts? Huge resilience indeed. And the text gives two 
sources for this resilience, still available to us today. One was 
the filling of the Holy Spirit. The other, a deep and informed 
use of scripture that empowered him to combat the            
misinformed misuse that was thrown at him  

 

As we navigate the tension, temptations, and taunts in our 
context this Lent, may we too draw on these deep spiritual  
resources to sustain us.   

 

In a season popular for what we can give up, I have always 
thought the emphasis should be more on what we can take 
up! Now, as much as ever, we need to be taking up spiritual 
practices which allow us to be more and more open to the 
sustaining power of the Holy Spirit and to the scriptures that 
carried Jesus through a time such as this.  

  

Right Rev Hamish Galloway  

Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  

 

 

 



7 

Repairs and Maintenance Report  

 

Working Bee 

There will be a working bee to tidy up the church and 
grounds on Saturday 12 March starting at 9am. This will    
involve the grounds, hall, church and cupboards. This is 
timed to make everything as tidy as possible before the 140th  
at the end of April.  

Switchboard 

After consulting with Connor and Fitzpatrick, it was decided 
to upgrade the hall switchboard before replacing the radiant 
heaters in the hall. At the moment we are unable to run the 
ovens in the kitchen if the heaters in the church and hall are 
on. A new switchboard should fix this problem. 

Technology 

Work has begun to allow our Sunday services to be listened 
to and seen in the hall. This allows those who do not have a 
vaccine pass to be a part of our worshipping community. 
Computer software, TV screens, cameras and the sound     
system are all being adjusted to allow for this.  
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Session Report - by Joy 
Creighton 
In January we said farewell to Fay 
Graves who has been our Office        
Administrator since about 2010 when 
Karima Fai’ai was our Minister. She 
has worked with 7 Ministers, a number 
of lay preachers, 3 Session Clerks and 
at least 5 cleaners. A very difficult task 
as everyone has their ‘own way’ of    
doing things. The tasks she has  
undertaken have been many and varied – concerts, weddings 
and funerals – special services such as country music and the     
rhododendron festival – producing the Clarion, Annual       
Report and, the bane of her life, rosters. Well done, Fay, and 
thank you for your stable presence throughout so many 
changes.  
Our new Office Administrator is Jenny Paisley.  She will be 
in the church office on Friday’s if you have any queries or 
notices.  
At our February meeting, Session agreed that Robert become 
the Pastoral Visitor for Resthaven, reviewable after 3 months. 
This is for 7 and a half hours a week (Tuesday and Friday   
afternoons) and Enliven will reimburse the church for      
Robert’s time. We believe this a good fit for St Andrews     
mission field to the elderly in the Gore community and we 
pray that it will be a worthwhile partnership in the months 
ahead. 
It was a difficult decision to move to My Vaccine Pass for 
Sunday services. Although, it meant the majority of the 
church could continue to meet regularly on Sundays, we were 
aware there would be number who wouldn’t be able to do so. 
The offer of a separate service on Sunday afternoons was not 
supported. In February we hooked up the sound service in the 
hall so others could listen to the service. We are now working 
towards showing a video of the service to those in the hall.  
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Thank you everyone for your patience with regard to passes, 
masks, sanitizing hands etc. 

 

Let us remember these words by F.W. Faber over the months 
ahead 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 

Like the wideness of the sea 

There’s a kindness in his justice 

Which is more than liberty. 

For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of man’s mind 

And the heart of the eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
WANTED!! 

Someone to coordinate a church sale for  
later this year.  

This would involve choosing a Saturday in 
May/June (before the end of the financial year), 
contacting the convenor of each of the stalls at 
last year’s sale to see if they are still available, 

and arranging advertising.  
For further information contact  

Margaret Martyn 208 9034 
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140th CELEBRATION UPDATE 

Because we need to restrict numbers under the current 
COVID restrictions, those attending will be primarily           
St Andrews people and a number of invited guests. 

The registration fee is $30.00 per person and registration 
forms are available at the Church 

SATURDAY PROGRAMME  

9.30am  Arrival and light morning tea 

10.00am Official welcome and opening 

11.15am Photos   

12.30pm Barbecue Lunch 

1.00-3.00pm Visit to East Gore Church 

 (includes displays of photos, memorabilia) 

3.00pm Fellowship, Entertainment, Reflections in  

St Andrews Church 

4.30pm High Tea in Church Hall 

SUNDAY PROGRAMME - Communion Service at 
10.00am, Shared Lunch, Cake Cutting, etc.  
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(since the printing of the last Clarion) 
 

THE FAMILY OF ST ANDREWS  

MOURN THE LOSS OF 

Rosemary Pettersson 

Alexander (Alex) Affleck 

William (Bill) Heslip 

Marion Falconer 

Edna Dickson 

Helen Hannah 

Irene Christie 

Olive McKenzie 

Gwendoline (Gwen) Morton 

Darrell Duncan 
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Wherever you are on the journey 
Conversations in a Coffee Shop (Book 1) 

by Susan Jones 

Have you been religiously inclined for a 
while, but feel that there is more to     
Christian faith than is told on Sundays? 
Perhaps your current ideas about God, 
about Jesus and about what it means to live 
well, no longer satisfy you? Maybe you are 
questioning whether the firmly held beliefs 
you grew up with are going to be useful in 
the next stage of your life? 

Don't panic! You have simply reached a transition point in 
your faith journey. It's time for a change and it will be       
unsettling. 

Through the medium of weekly conversations in a local cafe 
Susan Jones creatively explores what it's like to live through 
this threshold of faith, by telling us the story of Hope, a 
young woman who has followed the religious rules all her 
life but is ready to move on. What will Hope do next? 

 

As Susan says in her introduction, "In this novel you have 
come across part of Hope's journey. Not all of it may suit 
you right now. Here, though, are ideas and metaphors which 
may help with the questions buzzing round your head.    
These conversations seek to support         
re-enchantment of your journey. To help 
you move into post-critical thinking. I 
hope the book helps you understand the 
reasons for the changes in your thinking, 
and in other people's. I hope too that you 
will learn how important it is that we do 
change."  
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Praise for Wherever You Are, You Are On The Journey  
 
"Susan Jones offers an oasis for those parched by long treks 
through dry lands. In conversational form she gently removes 
boundaries, encouraging people who may have found the 
whole issue of religion too difficult to navigate. What better 
setting than a coffee shop for renewing the search for faith in 
times when the quest for meaning seems to have become not 
only unfashionable but reactionary. Offering breadcrumbs of 
hope along the way, Jones informs, encourages, imagines, 
and enchants. She has faced the difficulties of authenticity 
herself and discovered a way to live redemptively in a      
complex world. A book of possibilities, and a conversation of 
genuine encounter. Buy one for yourself, and one to give 
away." Mike Riddell, author. 
 
"I love this book. It's a very easy read. And it underscores the 
point that while interest in churchgoing Christianity is at an 
all-time low, spiritual curiosity is burgeoning in the 21st       
century. Pulpit monologues are done and dusted, but genuine, 
open-ended conversations over a decent cup of coffee - that's 
a different thing! Faith must be democratised - rescued from 
religion and explored with the honesty and humanity found in 
this book." Dave Tomlinson, author of 'Black Sheep and 
Prodigals' and host of The Holy Shed YouTube channel.  
 
 
The Rev. Susan Jones is a former member of St Andrew’s in 
Gore, and daughter of the late Ivan Elder.  
 
 
 
Available from jones.rs@xtra.co.nz  
Please supply street address, and Susan will give you a bank 
account number. Postage and Packing up to 3 copies is 
$5.60.  Each book is $20.  

mailto:jones.rs@xtra.co.nz


14 

Texting for Seniors 
 

BFF : Best Friend Fell 
 

BTW : Bring The Wheelchair 
 

TTYL : Talk To You Louder 
 

BYOT : Bring Your Own Teeth 
 

LMDO : Laughing My Dentures Out 
 

FWIW : Forgot Where I Was 
 

IMHAO : Is My Hearing Aid On 
 

OMMR : On My Massage Recliner 
 

ROFCGU : Rolling On Floor Can’t Get Up 

 
 

Morning Prayer 
I want to thank you, Lord for being close 

 to me so far this day 
With Your help I haven’t been impatient, 
lost my temper, been grumpy, judgmental 

 or envious of anyone. 
But I will be getting out of bed in a minute,  

and I will really need Your help! 
Amen 
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2022 Annual Appeal 
 
We are so grateful to everyone who gives of their time, their 
energy, their finances and their prayer to the ministry and    
mission of St Andrews.  As you are probably aware, we are 
still in need of increasing our income and decreasing our      
expenditure.   
 
Our accounts to date: 
For the 7 months ended 31 January 2022 our church accounts 
showed a cash deficit of $24,637 against a budgeted deficit of 
$23,868 for the same period. Income we have received for this 
period from our weekly giving through the Plate,  Envelope 
and Automatic Payments is close to what we had budgeted for, 
while Venue Hire is down due to the  restrictions of the Covid 
Mandates.  
 
How might you be able to help? 
I ask you to consider whether you could make an extra        
contribution to the church finances and help reduce this deficit.  
Do please look at your budget and see whether you need to  
decrease your giving, or whether you are able to increase it.        
 
IRD Donation Rebate 
There is no upper limit to the amount you can claim for a     
donation rebate from the IRD. Receipts for all donations made 
through the Envelope System or Automatic Payment will be  
issued at the beginning of April. (If you choose to make use of 
this be assured that only one very discreet person will ever 
know what you have given – it remains strictly confidential!)  
The forms for claiming back one third of all donations made, 
can be obtained from the church office, and we will leave a 
bundle in the foyer nearer the time.  They’re easy to use, just 
add your name and IRD number, attach your receipts to all the 
charities you donated to, and post the form to the IRD.  
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If your only donations are to the church, weekly giving of 
$10 a week would give you an IRD refund of $173.33, $20 
a week gives a refund of $346.67 and $30 a week a refund 
of $520 or $10 a week.   Some people give their refunds 
back to church and so it becomes an effective and painless 
way to increase their giving to the church. For someone  
giving $10 a week, the first year’s refund is $173.33, the 
second year it increases to $231.11, the third year $250.37 
and so on. 

 

Regular Giving is more Effective Giving 

Using the Envelope or Automatic Payment systems are both 
ways you can improve the effectiveness of your giving.  
Both provide the church with a better means of predicting 
our likely annual income.  

 

In particular the Automatic Payment facility provides a 
mechanism where the committed giving is spread evenly 
and reliably throughout the year.  We encourage you to       
seriously consider using automatic payments which can    
easily be arranged through your bank.  The church’s bank 
account number is: 03-0915-0011875-00 

 

Would you play ‘catch-up’? 

If you give through the envelope system or put cash in the 
bags would you be generous enough to play ‘catch-up’ when 
you’ve been away for a few weeks?  That is, if you usually 
give $15 would you please put in multiples of $15 when you 
return after a few weeks away from church?  That would be 
a great help.  
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Bequests 

Have you considered making a bequest to the church?  The 
following wording may be of assistance to those who wish 
to make a bequest: 

 

I give and Bequeath to the St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Gore, the sum of $................... for general purposes. The   
receipt of the Treasurer of the church shall be a full          
discharge to my Trustees and my Trustees shall not be        
responsible for nor bound to see the application of any such 
moneys or property. 

 

Some of you prefer to make a one-off annual donation 

We all do our finances differently, and I know that some of 
you like to take the opportunity to make a donation once a 
year.  If you like to do this we would be very grateful, and 
have provided an addressed envelope in the Clarion for this 
purpose. 

 

Thank you, everyone, for continuing to financially support 
the work of this parish. 
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“As I walked out the door toward 
the gate that would lead to my    

freedom, I knew if I didn’t leave 
my bitterness and hatred behind I’d 

still be in prison” 
- Nelson Mandela 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

 

Sunday February 27 –  Lynne Hall will take this service as  
   part of a Pulpit exchange with  
   Knapdale/Waikaka Parish.  
 

Wednesday March 2 –  Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm at  
   St Andrews 
 
Sunday March 6–          Communion 
  .  

Thursday April 14 –  Passover meal in the hall at 5pm 

Friday April 15 –  Good Friday  

Sunday April 17 –  Easter Sunday  

Saturday April 23 –  140th Celebration 

 Sunday April 24 –  140th Celebration 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

 

 
MINISTER 
Rev Robert Robati-Mani 
4 Devon Street, Gore 9710 
Ph 2080139  0272080031 
robatimani@orcon.net.nz 
 
SESSION CLERK &  
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 
Joy Creighton  92 Wentworth Street Gore 9710 
joylcreighton@gmail.com Ph 2083773 
 
TREASURER 
Gordon Wards  53 Robertson Street Gore 9710 
Ph 2089059  
standrewstreasurer@gmail.com 
 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
Jenny Paisley 78 Gore Mataura Highway 
jenni_rose@xtra.co.nz Ph 0276232949 
 
BOOKINGS AND CATERING 
Jan Prattley  17 Robertson Street Gore 9710 
janrprattley@gmail.com Ph 2084311 
 
 


